
The Confluence
News of the First Unitarian Universalist Society of Marietta, OH

March 2024
tedgoertzel@gmail.com, editor

FUUSM office hours: 10 a.m.–2 p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, & Friday. The office is in the Religious
Education (RE) building, the white house next to the church at 232 Third Street. Email Dawn at
fuusm.office@gmail.com, or call (740) 373-1238. Click Here for Information on Becoming a Member

Sunday Services

Sunday, March 3
Reimagining Community: Building Local Power for a Prosperous Community
Is your community navigating potential sustainable economic investment? Join Natalia Rudiak

from ReImagine Appalachia to learn how Community Benefits
Plans can help ensure economic development projects contribute
to local and equitable prosperity. This session will cover the key
components and local levers to create meaningful Community
Benefits Agreements between private developers and community
residents. This is especially relevant now that Community Benefit
Agreements are required for several important government
funding programs.
Worship Leader: Martha McGovern Guest Speaker: Natalia
Rudiak

Sunday, March 10
Speak into Being
In its many forms, human speech has the power both to create and to transform. We commonly
think of speech as important to activism and social change, but it’s also vital to the production of
selfhood. Silencing has been central to the suppression of women
and other marginalized groups across the ages. Gaining voice can be
liberating, but it possesses dangers. How have technologies, from the
book to social media, influenced access to speech—who speaks and
who listens—as well as the content of what we say? How can we
create positive transformation through what we say in an era with so
much noise?
Choir: “I Am a Voice That Sings” words- Ronald W. Cadmus, Music -
Michael Bussewitz-Quarm
Worship Leader: Suzyn Mills
Guest Speaker: Katy McDaniel, Professor at Marietta College

Sunday, March 17
Covenants, Congregations and Individuals: How Do We Make It All Work?
Unitarian Universalism is a covenantal faith. But what does that mean?
How does that shape our relationships inside our congregation and how does it shape our
relationships with other UU congregations?
How do we make this all work when we don't have one statement of faith we all believe
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Our Speaker will be Beth Casebolt, the Operations Manager and Communications Consultant
for the Central East Region of the UUA. She serves as the primary contact for this congregation.
Worship Leaders: Nancy Luthy + Board of Trustees
Guest Speaker: Beth Casebolt, UUA, CER Communications Consultant & Operations Manager

Sunday, March 24
U, U, and UU Women: Making Our Voices Heard Since 1694.
This service will share the work of women in our traditions on both sides of the Atlantic.
Worship Leader: Martha McGovern Guest Speaker: Rebecca Phillips

Sunday, March 31
Easter Service (ALL AGES)
Worship Leader: The Reverend Kat Hawbaker WA: Dawn Hewitt

Happy Birthday
Kevin Campbell (3/2) Anita Newhart (3/3) Hannah McMichael (3/10) Justin Sheaves (3/10) Al
Tuttle (3/16) Galen LeRoy McCarty (3/17) Henry Burton (3/19) Karin Olander (3/26)
Wayne Waldeck (3/27) Shannara Stetson (3/31)

Editor’s Note: We would like to list everyone’s birthday, including children. Please check out the
Birthday File to see if your family’s birthdays are there. If any are missing, email
tedgoertzel@gmail.com.

Calendar of Activities
Click here for calendar updates during the month

Sunday, March 3

● 9:30 a.m., Choir practice, sanctuary. New members are always welcome!

● Today’s Issues discussion will not meet this week.

● 11 a.m., Sunday service, sanctuary.

● Coffee hour! Social hall. Ends at 1:30 p.m.

● 12:15 p.m., Committee on Ministries, RE parlor.

● 3 p.m., Memorial Service for Brodie DeLancy, followed by a meal.
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Monday, March 4

● 2 p.m., Caring Committee via Zoom.

Tuesday, March 5

● 3:30–6:30 p.m., Girl Scout Troop in social hall.

Wednesday March 6

● 10:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m., private use of kitchen (Betsey Kalter & Steph Rector prepare meal for

Community Resource Center.)

● Noon, Meditation via Zoom.

● 5 p.m., Worship & Music Committee meeting, RE parlor.

● 7 p.m., Private use of social hall (Diana Bonnell’s Religious Trauma group).

Friday, March 8

● 9:30 a.m, Membership Committee meeting, RE parlor.

Saturday, March 9

● 3–5 p.m., African drumming, social hall

Sunday, March 10: Daylight saving time begins!

● 9:30 a.m., Choir practice, sanctuary. New members are always welcome!

● 9:30 a.m., Today’s Issues discussion group, RE parlor.

● 11 a.m, Sunday service, sanctuary.

● 11 a.m., MOV Friends (Quaker) meeting, RE parlor.

● Coffee hour! Social hall. (Ends at 1:30 p.m.)

Pledge forms are due.

Monday, March 11

● 6:30 p.m., FUUSM Board of Trustees meeting, RE parlor.

Tuesday, March 12

● 3:30–6:30 p.m., Girl Scout Troop in social hall.
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Wednesday, March 13

● Noon, Mediation via Zoom.

● 6 p.m., Women’s Group potluck, social hall. Cindy Brown and Betsy Kalter will host.

Saturday, March 16

● 10 a.m., Tai chi refresher, social hall.

Sunday, March 17

● 9:30 a.m., Choir practice, sanctuary. New members are always welcome!

● 9:30 a.m., Today’s Issues discussion group, RE parlor.

● 9:30 a.m., New UU eight-week course. Contact Membership Committee chair Elaine Barr

(elainebarr@gmail.com)

● 11 a.m., Sunday service, sanctuary.

● 12:30 p.m., Green Sanctuary Committee meeting, RE parlor.

● Coffee hour! Social hall. Ends at 1:30 p.m.

● 12:15 p.m., Board of Trust Governors, RE building upstairs.

The New UU program provides important tools to help congregations welcome, orient, and

integrate newcomers into their faith communities. The program addresses the needs of

newcomers who want to know more about who we are and what we believe. It provides

opportunities for members of our congregation to share with newcomers what it means to them

to be a Unitarian Universalist. It gives newcomers a chance to examine their own personal stories

in the light of our Unitarian Universalist tradition and heritage. It provides a chance for

newcomers to the congregation and long-timers to connect. It provides an explicit invitation to

become a member. Contact Membership Committee chair Elaine Barr (elainebarr@gmail.com) for

information about the eight week course that starts March 17.

Tuesday, March 19: Vernal Equinox (First Day of Spring)!

● 3:30–6:30 p.m., Girl Scout Troop in social hall.

Wednesday, March 20

● 8:30 a.m. –2 p.m., private group use of social hall (Building Bridges 2 Careers; Heather Miller)

● Noon, Meditation via Zoom.

● 6 p.m., Men’s Group potluck, social hall; Mike Bailey and Ralph Olander will host.

Thursday, March 21

● 10 a.m., annual fire inspection.

Sunday, March 24

● 9:30 a.m., Choir practice, sanctuary. New members are always welcome!

● 9:30 a.m., Today’s Issues discussion group, RE parlor.

● 11 a.m., Sunday service, sanctuary.

● 11 a.m., MOV Friends (Quakers) meeting RE parlor.

● Coffee hour! Social hall. Ends at 1:30 p.m.
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Tuesday, March 26

● 3:30–6:30 p.m., Girl Scout Troop in social hall.

Wednesday, March 27

● Noon, Mediation via Zoom.

Sunday, March 31

● 9:30 a.m., Choir practice, sanctuary. New members are always welcome!

● 9:30 a.m., Today’s Issues discussion group, RE parlor.

● 11 a.m., Sunday service, sanctuary.

● Coffee hour! Social hall. Ends at 1:30 p.m.

Friday, April 5

● 9:30 a.m., Membership Committee meeting, RE parlor.

Monday, April 8: FUUSM OFFICE Closed for Solar Eclipse (Dawn vacation day)

Tuesday, April 9:

● 3:30–6:30 p.m., Girl Scout Troop in social hall.

● 6:30 p.m., FUUSM Service Auction tech training, social hall.

Friday, April 12

● FUUSM Service Auction

Sunday, April 28

● Congregational Meeting

Saturday, May 18

● 10 a.m.–2 p.m., Plant sale, FUUSM courtyard.

Monday, May 27: Memorial Day, FUUSM Office closed.

Thursday, July 4: FUUSM Office closed.

Saturday, Sept. 21

● Sanctuary reserved for wedding (Minda Banziger)

The March Service Recognition Award Recipient
Martha McGovern

Nearly 80 years ago, a gem was discovered on a farm outside Ravenna, OH.
One of 5 children, Martha McGovern relished her life on the farm, but always felt
she had one foot in the next century. As a high school student, she journeyed to
Denmark as an AFS exchange student, traveling to Europe by ship (10 days each
way). The day after her host family took her to visit Berlin, she learned that The
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Wall had been erected. A transatlantic call to her parents, to assure them she was
on the “free side” was quite a challenge.

Martha's world view continued to expand during
college and her early teaching years, exposing her to the
great economic and social divides and inequities between
urban and rural areas. Serving as a camp counselor at
Beacon Neighborhood House in inner-city Chicago helped
polish this gem. She and her husband, Pat, met when they
were both graduate students at Kent State University.
(Yes, the year of the shootings.) As they followed Pat's
career opportunities, Martha taught in a wide range of

situations and felt the surges of social upheaval and reform.
Fortunately, this gem settled in West Virginia and became a member of

FUUSM. Be it Today's Issues discussion group, the Bridges program, Rosebuds,
Community Meals, Coffee Hour, Garden Tour, Choir … she shines brightest as
Chair of the Worship and Music Committee on which she has served for over 20
years. She plans each Sunday's Service, providing us with delightful children's
stories, thought-provoking poems, readings and challenging reflections. Her glow
radiates throughout the Community as well: MOV Interfaith Organization, ILR
Instructor and Program Chair, Williamstown Planning Committee, the Warming
House, and more.

Thank you, Martha. You are truly a GEM. From Nancy Luthy

Please Sign Up to Help with Coffee Hour & Cleanup

The current schedule of Coffee Hour & Cleanup volunteers will run

through March 31. But starting in April, let's try something new:

Will you sign up to help out with Coffee Hour just six times per

year? Please claim the first or second or third or fourth Sunday of

every odd month, or every even month, and email

dawnbirder@gmail.com with your preference. (Coordinating

Coffee Hour is not in the church lady's job description.) Six times

of year on a regular schedule? That's not too demanding, is it?

Coffee Hour depends upon volunteers, and if not enough people

step up, what will we do?? Please sign up!
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*** The Various Ages of Aquarius ***

By Randall Kidder

PRELUDE
Whoa... Oh maaan... Like... What
the...???

REFLECTION
I woke up way groggy
on a white sandy beach
my mind in a zone
of hushed lassitude
and... huge herds of starfish
just out of my reach
marched down to the sea
in a militant mood

Conventions of clams
congregated nearby
digging each other's
different drum beat -
subversive revolts
being made on the sly
to be voted upon the
next time they meet

A large killer whale
was just hanging around
spouting off songs
with a baritone gar -
together they made
a cacophonous sound
the great and the small
while they both played guitar

Squadrons of flying fish
obediently flew
in royal formation -
their orders were read
over wave crests of white
on the sea's deep dark blue -
their training performed
without any dread

Laughing was heard
all through the sea
as cephalopods
recruited the schools -
fish everywhere
rejoiced patriotically
as plans came together
to pay back those fools

Those human new kids
who moved onto the block
some millenia ago -
they walk erect
and create all new rules -
make the hood rock
and complacently watch
as our own earth gets wrecked"

"Payback's a bitch!"
was the new battle cry...

I yawned, stretched, and
rubbed tired eyes
What a messed up dream
I thought with a sigh

POSTLUDE
If mama nature had
truly marshaled defenses
with elemental branches
of earth, sky, and sea
in some kind of anti-
bacterial coup
like a Cretaceous
cleansing of humanity -

Could it be the apocalyptic
assumption of Creation Part Two?
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The Age of Aquarius

Image from ChatGPT

Board Briefs
by Nancy Luthy

● The Treasurer reported nothing out of the ordinary. Preparation for the budget FY
2024–2025 is underway. Consideration will be given to a COLA for staff.

● The Board continues to respond to the Dialogue Session recommendation. The Board
will meet with Mike Moore, mediator/counselor, to outline expectations for future
sessions facilitated by Mike and a colleague of his.

● The Board will meet with Beth Casebolt, UUA Resource Contact, on March 17th to
discuss our progress on various Board efforts.

● Robin has reviewed our Grievance Policy and has recommended the Committee on
Ministries update the current document (adopted 2003). She has also provided the
Committee on Ministries with information about a possible “Complaints Committee”
(UUA resource). The Board believes we need an avenue to address concerns not yet
identified as grievances, and awaits a recommendation from the CoM.

● The funding for the Wayside Pulpit will be discussed at the Board of Trust Governors
meeting (2/18).

● Ron Rees, representing Safety Concerns, has provided B&G with several checklists.
Implementation will be discussed by B&G. Ron will provide training for Childcare Staff
(mandatory) and interested members of FUUSM.

● The Board approved an update to our Schedule of Fees, which is part of our Building
Use Form.

● Emergency Contact List (Dawn will post): Dawn Hewitt, Roger Kalter, Vic Elam
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING APRIL 28, 2024
Service Recognition Award: Martha McGovern
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Board Members: Vic Elam (Pres.), Karen Binkley (VP), Nancy Luthy (Sec.),
Ron Rees, Robin Bozian, Darryl Ting, Shari Ballantyne

Pledge Drive Winding Up

We are approaching the end of the 2024 pledge drive. Many of you have submitted completed
pledge forms--thank you very much. We respectfully request those who have not already done so
to send in your pledge (by mail at 232 Third St, Marietta, OH 45750, by putting the completed
form in the collection plate at worship service, or by emailing me (do not "reply all"-send a
separate message to me if you choose that option). A document that includes the pledge form and
letter is attached.
At the February 25 worship service, Vic Elam, President of the Board, announced that the

Board is considering cost-of-living raises for the staff. For most staff wages this has not been
done since 2021. I think that we all would agree that such an adjustment is much deserved and
overdue. This addition will add to the expenses in our 2024-25 budget so we would ask you to
consider an increase in your pledge if you can manage it.

If you have already submitted your completed pledge form and want to raise your pledge,
please send me a separate email message (gbanziger497@gmail.com) with your new pledge
amount. Sent by George Banziger
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